THE QUESTION OF MARRIAGE

man is in any case difficult enough, even more compli-
cated. However independent a man's judgment may be,
the constant pressure of public opinion cannot but be
felt as a factor in the situation. More than that, its
influence may have the effect of setting up an unconscious
resistance to forces which peradventure are pulling in
the right direction. A man who, because he is in the
public eye, is continually hearing rumours concerning
his most intimate thoughts and desires, may conceivably
arm himself against the possibility of their proving true.
He may hope, by silently opposing the rumours, to
end them. That was a possibility which, in the Prince's
case, should never have been overlooked.

During his early tours, that is to say at the most
sensitive phase of his manhood, a tumult of rumours
was the daily accompaniment of his life, rumours that
were partly interrogation, partly good-humoured intru-
sion, partly exaction. It will be recalled that when the
Prince was a guest of the Italian Royal Family during
the War, public opinion both in Italy and in England,
decided to marry him to the Princess Yolanda of Savoy.
His visits to America were the cue for yet another
flight of imagination; the gossip columns were all set
for an impending engagement. If it is possible to think
of a human being dying a thousand deaths, it should
be comparatively easy to think of the Prince enduring
a thousand marriages.

The possibility that the Prince of Wales would
submit to "a marriage of convenience" was never at
any time a serious one. The ways of international
diplomacy had changed. In a world full of suspicion,
of bluff, of tentative friendships and pacts, few were
prepared to believe in royal marriages as a way of
rearranging the balance of power, even if people could
put no more faith in the principle of alliance by treaty
than in that of alliance through marriage.

That the House of Windsor inspires as much affection
and loyalty as ever in an out-of-joint world, is due to
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